
SAN FRANCISCO



BOOTH 420

F o r  E X P O  C H I C AG O  2 0 2 6 ,  G e f e n  G a l l e r y  w i l l  p r e s e n t  wo r k s  by
F r a n c o  S a l a s - B o r q u e z ,  J o h a n n e s  We s s m a r k ,  a n d  S e o  Yo u n g  D e o k ,
a m o n g  o t h e r s .  T h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  p a i n t i n g  a n d
s c u l p t u r e  i n  a  d i a l o g u e  c e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  h u m a n  f i g u r e ,  m a t e r i a l
p r e s e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  s h i f t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  b o d y,  l i g h t ,  a n d
s u r f a c e .

S a l a s - B o r q u e z ’ s  p a i n t i n g s  e m e r g e  f r o m  t h e  a r t i s t ’ s  l i f e l o n g
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  s e a ,  e vo k i n g  va s t  m a r i t i m e  l a n d s c a p e s
t h r o u g h  l a ye r e d  t o n e s  a n d  g e s t u r a l  m ove m e n t .  We s s m a r k ’ s
h y p e r r e a l i s t i c  f i g u r a t i ve  wo r k s  f o c u s  o n  t h e  b o d y  i n  w a t e r ,  w h e r e
r e f l e c t i o n s ,  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  a n d  s u r f a c e  t e n s i o n  b e c o m e  c e n t r a l
p i c t o r i a l  e l e m e n t s ,  c a p t u r i n g  q u i e t  m o m e n t s  o f  s t i l l n e s s  a n d
i n t r o s p e c t i o n .

S e o  Yo u n g  D e o k  c o n t r i b u t e s  a  s c u l p t u r a l  p r e s e n c e  w i t h  h i s  f i g u r e s
c o n s t r u c t e d  f r o m  i n t e r l i n k e d  m e t a l  c h a i n s .  T r a n s f o r m i n g  a n
i n d u s t r i a l  m a t e r i a l  i n t o  e x p r e s s i ve  h u m a n  f o r m s ,  h i s  wo r k s  b a l a n c e
s t r e n g t h  a n d  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  w h i l e  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  p h y s i c a l  w e i g h t
a n d  t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  b o d y .

To g e t h e r ,  t h e s e  wo r k s  m ove  b e t w e e n  f l u i d i t y  a n d  s o l i d i t y ,  r e a l i s m
a n d  a b s t r a c t i o n ,  o f f e r i n g  a  c o n t e m p l a t i ve  p r e s e n t a t i o n  g r o u n d e d
i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  h u m a n  f o r m .



SEO YOUNG DEOK

MEDITATION 316

STAINLESS STEEL BIKE CHAIN
50 X 42 X 57 IN
GG2321



JOHANNES WESSMARK

LUCID DREAM 2

ACRYLIC ON CANVAS
75 X 56 IN
GG2450



JOHANNES WESSMARK

LUCID DREAM 3

ACRYLIC ON CANVAS
40 X 60 IN
GG2501



JOHANNES WESSMARK

BLACK GOLD I  -  INTO THE LIGHT

ACRYLIC & OIL ON CANVAS
40 X 60 IN
GG2507



JOHANNES WESSMARK

BLACK GOLD I I  -  DARK MIRROR

ACRYLIC & OIL ON CANVAS
40 X 40 IN
GG2506



JOHANNES WESSMARK

BLACK GOLD I I I  -  SURFACE TENSION

ACRYLIC & OIL ON CANVAS
35 X 49 IN
GG2513



FRANCO SALAS-BORQUEZ

THE WALK OF THE SWELLS

OIL ON CANVAS
79 X 118 IN
GG2306



FRANCO SALAS-BORQUEZ

THE FACE OF THE WIND

OIL ON CANVAS
72 X 72 IN
GG2451



FRANCO SALAS-BORQUEZ

NIGHT STAR

OIL ON CANVAS
40 X 40 IN
GG2496



FRANCO SALAS-BORQUEZ

THE MEMORY OF THE WIND

OIL ON CANVAS
73 X 114 IN
GG2354



DAVID BEGBIE

THRIEZE  

STEEL MESH PAINTED SCULPTURE
22 X 18 X 5 IN
GFA1578



DAVID BEGBIE

THRIEZE (FEMALE)

STEEL MESH PAINTED SCULPTURE
22 X 17 X 5 IN
GFA1590



DIEGO BENÉITEZ

A MYSTERY

OIL ON LINEN
59 X 78 IN
GG2530



DIEGO BENÉITEZ

THE MOST ACCURATE

OIL ON LINEN
59 X 79 IN
GG2442



DIEGO BENÉITEZ

A LOOK INTO THE FUTURE

OIL ON LINEN
59 X 78 IN
GG2532



IAN RAYER-SMITH

TRAMPLING

ACRYLIC & OIL ON CANVAS
71 X 71 IN
GG1925



IAN RAYER-SMITH

FLIBBERTIGIBBETS

ACRYLIC ON CANVAS
79 X 67 IN
GG2027



IAN RAYER-SMITH

BEYOND THIS MOMENT

ACRYLIC & OIL ON CANVAS
76 X 100 IN
GG2369
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